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| To the Reader.. 

[ 

. 

| TheDemor. FRA 772 Impoſtors that dayly appear in the Mode of preciſe or 
trance of a ' Nonconformiſt Preachers, will not ſeem ſtrange to thoſe 
| Nonconfor- that ſhall conſider the Story here preſented, (collefed by 
| milt, My Dear Father out of Primate Uſhers Manuſcripts ; ) and how 
| the grand Enemies of the Reformed Religion (compriſed under 
[ #he Name of Proteſtanty ) do not care in what way "4 ey attack Ht, 
1 { x SOS Jo that they can. but deſtroy or diſgrace it. 


Ht Therefore all good Proteſtants have need to take warning, that 
| Church of *#* admit of no Novel Teachers, or ſuch as pretend to New Lights 
| Enfland. among(t them.. | 
' 'Fhe Advan- It is a double Advantage that the P ope and the Devil gets by 
| tages that ſuch Inſtruments, that wider the Name of any Sett of Religion, 
| Rome gets that are contrary to the Charchof Rome,can not only debauch the 


| by Prote- People they conmmnicate with, into the maſt horrid afts of In;-. 


' Rants not ,; FOR >. ed J 
nts not piety, but cover their own Guilt, and caſt the ſhame of Mew upon 
| being nolghy others, as was too palpable in that unparalleled Vila 


able. ſtroying His late Majeſty by Popiſh Emiſgaries, in P resbyterian 
ap and Independent Guiſes, and then leaving the Obloqgay upon both. 
* Romes Ma- The Antiquity of this Example ,,. ſet forth in this Faithfull 
; lice to the Comtnin, may grform al good people , that the Malice and De- 
+ Church of {975 of Rome againſt Trath, that began to ſbine in the days » 
England &- "7h; Defeader of the Fairh, Queen Ehzabeth, are near as old as 
ven on ,;. Reformation it ſelf. And yet the Growth and Progreſs it 
(rſt. Rile--) I made. ſince , ſhews it will never dye , whilſt. that Apoſtate 
Church hath Wealth or Power te ſupport it. Which God of his 

mercy put a ſpeedy end to, that we may once again enjoy our Lj- 

erties, without fear, to the Rejoycing of all well meaning people. 
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Your Humble Servant 
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OF k 
FAITHFULL COMMIN the Dominican Fryer, 
A 1 E who pretended to be a Godly Preacher Anno, 1567, 1 


«. 
.*} 

0,4 

: 


— 


4 Aithfull Commin, of the Order of Saint Deminjck Anno, 1547. to all P&-7 
pj ples Imaginations ſuppoſed to be a Stri& Prozeſftant againſt the Church of? 
a | Rome, was brought before Her GR ACE onr Tread Sovereign Queen Els 
, zabeth, of England France and Trelsn1d Queen, and Her Majefties moſt Ho=- 1 
rourable Conuncil on Munday the fifth of 4p:il,being accufed for lowing of Sedition * 

a amorgft Her Wajefties Faithful SubjeQts, by the Teflimony of Fobn Clerkſon Ghap=! 
ts | line to his Grace Mathew Parker Arch-biſhop of Ganterbary ; 2s alſo by the Te=" 

| ſiimonies of Nicholas Draper and Mary Dean , all being Sworn upon the Holy Evan=! 
4 geliſts, That the ſaid Faithfull w:s an Impoſtor, Notwithſtanding he. Pxeached as * 
4 | Eainlt Pope Pius_ ©wuintrs, the Fope of Rome. t 
EY The Arch»biſhops Queſtions, 
7. BY Faithfull Commin, what Profeſſion art thou off ? 
oo | Anſwer, Of Chriſts Ocder. 
A 4 -2. What Order is that ? 

A. A Freacher ofthe Holy Goſpel: 
nt | ©, What Goſpel is that you call the Holy Goſpel? 
h. ; A. The Goſpel cf Jeſus Chriſt, 
ll J 9. Under whoſe power do you Own to ho!d that Holy Goſpel ? 
Po. A. | Under Chrift and his Saints. 
of , | 2, Doyon acknowledg any other power ſave Chrit , to be on Earth ? 
as F A. Yes I dos 
F © What power is that ? 
or x A. The Holy Catholique Church, 
re 4 F, Doyou not acknowledg a Pefender of the Holy Catholique Faith 2 
FR) ; A, God is the only Defender thereof, | Z 
ute | The A 6b- biſhop C Your Gracious Majeſtie may perceive, that this Man either hath 
© I to Hr Majeltie, been Infiruaed what to fay , or otherwiſe he muſt be by his an» © 


(wers a man of Craft: 
The Queen. I luppoſe fo my Lord. 


Then Faithfull Commin, being commanded to withdraw, Her Grace andthe who'e 
Councell Conſulted what to do; and how toproceed furrher in this matter, cauts © 
- Ted the ſaid Foþn Clerkſon to come in before the Board. 0 
mh. Tbe Owen, W hat 1s yonr name, ? TY 
8s {2 Clerkſcn May it pleaſe Your Grace , my name is Fobr Clerk: 8, i 

 -# _  7he Bween, | Were you acquainted with Faithfull Commin? +. 
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F The @xeen, How lang ?. .. 

> Fos Clerkſon, Wirhin whis year and more, 

' The Buein, What have you lay agaiuſt Faithful Commin , that he is ſuſpe&ed 
| to be an Impoltor. 

Jo, Clerk ſou, Three. things: 

Toe Breen, What be they ? 
Jo, Clerk, Thrc- things, Fi: |, let him prove his Ocdin:tion fince he fell from 
the Dominican Order. 

Sec"ndly, why he nevcr cometh to the Prayers of th: n»w Eſt. blifhed Church 
of England; but tarteth up and Preacheth to the people-not coming into the 
Church, till the Prayers be finiſhed. Thirdly , let him prove that he ever Re» 
ceived the Sacrament, according ty che Church of England, from any of our Or« 
thodox Clergy-men, 


Her Grace and the Councell confidering of theſe three things, ſeat out for the 
ſaid Faithful Commin to come in. 


The Arch-Biſhop, 


Duet Were you ever Ordained ? 

An, Yes| was O dained, 

Dueſt, By whom? 

An, By the Cardinal ( mealling Poole. ) 


®©x, Had you not other Certificate fince under any of the Biſhops hands, fince. 


the Reformation ? 
An. Nct any. 
©4, Wherefore wou'd you dare to Preach , having not gct a Licence or Per- 


| miſhon under ſome of Our Bilhops hands 3 How hall We be Certified thar you 
are nat of the Rom:f Church ? 


An, There aig {everal have heard my Prayers, ani] my Sermons, and can teſ« 
tifie that I have ſpoken againſt Rome and” hec P-pe, as much as any ofthe Clergy 
bave done fince they have fallen from her; I wonder theietore why 1 ſhould be 
ſuſpeKed, 

Ar. B. By your anſwer ] perceive Mr. Commin, you would have any one. Preach, 
fo that he (peake but againſt the Pope in his Sermons, 

An. Nat every one, (ave he whoſe Fungion it is, and he who hath the ſpirit. 

Dueſt, What ſpirit ;s this you mean ? 

An. The ipirit. of Grace and Tiuths v7 | 
«eſt, Bur is this ſpirit that is in you , either, the (pir't of Grace or Truth, 
thac doth not comply with the Orders of the Church , lately purged.and Cleanſed 
from S.i'm and Ioblatry ? . ; 
| Anſ, Therefcre I en (eavour to make it pnrer , 2s fat as God permits m2, 

Queft. How 'do you endeayour to make the: Church purer, when you neither 

Commune-with Her Sacrament, or 1a Prayer. 


Anſ. Yes'l endeavour it when:l pray to God , That He would open the Eyes of 


Men to ſce their Errors. & feveral have joyned-with me when | have prayed amongſt 


*# 
ky 3 


zences , Who have &fſewblde wich mz together in the fear of the Lord, 
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Q. By your words, you have then a Congregation that follows your ? 
A. 1 have, 
Q. Of. what Pariſh, and in what Dioſfcels? 
A+ Neither of any certain Fa i{h, or in any Certain Dioſceſs. 
Q- Where then, I pray ? 
' : = Even in the wide World amor,gftthe Flock of Chriſt, (catte\?*.4 over the wh.le 
1 4 Eacth, | 
| Q, Your Dioſcels is very large, Mr. Commin. 
Faithfull Commin being commanded to withdraw, the other two Witneſſes 
were called-into the-Council-Chamber: 
The ©ueen, Mr. Draper, whethave you to fay to this Faithfull Commin ? 
T. Draper, He came to my houſe at the Maidenhead in Maidftown, with ſeveral of 
4 his Followers, where they belpoke a Joint of Mutton, and two Hens for a Dinner , 
P. ::. » heacing that my Profeſſion was a Cook, I ſhewing him a Room, for him and the 
3 Company that came with him , perceived ſeveral to come and enquire for this Mr. 
Commin ; but by chance going up the ſtairs, 1 heard one groan and weep, which 
cauſed me.to lift up the Latch, at the fiſt 1 was ſtartled, and flood in a maze 3 but 
enquiirg of one of his Followers what ayled the Man, he replied , Do you not lee 
that wee be all at Prayers * The Maid wondering where I was, came to (cek me, and 
faund me amongſt them, and can teſtifie the very (ame. | 
The Deen, Are you Mr. Drapers Maid ? 


> PN 


L A. Yes, may it pleaſe your Grace, P 
9. What is your Name? 
2 : A, My Name is Mary Deane, 
| | ©. Did you ſee this Faithfull Commin, that was here before U3 now, praying to 
1 the people. 
EY A. I ſaw him, and I thought he was.diftrateJ, when I heard him pray z but the 
y + people ſaid he was a heavenly man, and thac it was Gods Spirit made hum weep for 
- * theSirs ofthe World. | 
+ Q. How long continued they at Prayers, do you know Mr. Draper ? | 
| * AO, May it pleaſe your Grace about ewo hours, or near that time, 
, / ©. What did they after that they had prayed ? 
*® 4. Some went from the Houſe, and about ten, or thereabouts; ſtayed to eat what:: 
they had beſpoken, and paid me co the utmoſt penny, 
The ©ueen, Call in this Faithfull Commin, 2 
; Mr. Commin, if you will receive Orders, and beccme of the Chiirch of England, 


n * you may z otherwiſe you mutt not be permitted to pray or preach amongſt my Subs +? 
| je&+, and rhough you have,as appears by ſeveral other Witneſſes, prea: h :d againſt the +; 
Pope ; yet have you. uſurped over the Power both of State and Church, in doing 


- S contrary to the O: ders that We, Our Council and Parljamert have uranimoylly a= 7 

S greed on by and with the whole Conſent of the Clergy of my Realm, . Fes 
of . F.C, A, Give metime to conſider, and to-prepere my (elf, and i ſhall. give youe»r ©: 
& Grace a further Anſwer in a ſhort ſpace, - bl 


_ Q. | there any will be bound for your Appearance; otherwiſe yourmaſt be kepy'4 
cloſe priſoner 3 tor we have other Examinations to take, arid queſtions to demandan- 


D 


 F.C,.l have three who will auiwer f:x my.Appearances-. 
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\ they found out ſeveral of Creatures whom he bad deluged, and the true Relation of 


be, Of tholc who were ſuppoted to bect this Impaliore Flock, were-examined b 


” OO "v3 


«ax : " - 1 ” / wc 


"Then car.e Richard Bland Brother to the ſaid Faithfull by the Mothers fidez 
and tw@ others, which gave Bond for his Appearance. 

Afril 12. Mr.Commin appearing before Her Majeſty and the Council,it was pnt off 
till the wext daygby reaſon of the Spaniſh Emballadors Appearance before Her Grace, 
who had that day Audience, But icfell out, that the faid Faithfwll having appeared, 
according to the Bonds of thoſe who were bound for the aid Faithfulls Appearances 
that this (aid Faithfull gave thrm all the {lip, and never appeared afterwards ; fo 
that the Parties being ſummoned to appear, for to an{wer the Penalties of the Bond, 
made this Anſwer to the whoteGounci], that the ſaid Faithfull appeared , but they 
were not bound for his ſecond Appearance, by reaſon they never demanded them to 
be bound, or gavethem any farther Charge of him; fo theſe Bonds-men came off 
ad pa'd nothing. 

This Faithfull Commin coming before his Followers the fame day, told them, that 
Her Majeſty and the Council had quitted him, And that he was warned by God to 
go beyond Seas, there to inſtru& the Proteſtants, and that he would return to his 
Flock e*re long with better ſuccels. Saying to the people, that Spiritual Prayers 
was the chi.sf Teſtimony of a true Proteltane, and chat the fer Form of Prayer in 
England was but Maſs tranſlated. So after he had prayed an extemporary prayer, he 
ſeigned a Crocadile-hke weeping before all of his Flock, and took leave of them; 
ſaying, that he had not a farthing to ſupport him in his Journey ; yet, it being Gods 
Cauſe,he intended to undertake it out of Charity ; he was certain that the Almighty 
would raiſe him up Friends where ever he cravelled, Upon this Speech of his, the 
Poor fimple people fell moſt of thei a weeping, eſpecially the Women, who mov- 
ing their Husbands to contribute to this Impoſtor, who was amongſt them eſteemed 
as a Demy Gods fothat it appeared upon ſurther enquiry, after he had eſcaped our 
of England, that at thar preleat the poor people colleQed for him, .130 /. over and 
above what the fiily women-gave him unknown to their Husbands. 

April 13. Thenext day the Council waiting on Her Grace at the Board, and feve- 
ral numbers attending to hear this Impoſtor examined, ſtzjd a long time ; Her Grace 
and the Council wondering at this delay, {ent unto. his Brother Kicbard Bland, and 
the other two, who were Bail for this Impoſtors Appearance, They coming before 
Her Grace and the reft of the Counci), mede this Anſwer, We have performed as 
much as we undertook to perform; but hail we received any further Dire&ions 
from Your Grace, and this Honourable Board, for to have brought him this day , 
we ſhould have obeyed Your Comman(s; bur You tpoke unto the party accuſed to 
come this day, and not to us ; fo that we ſuppoſe our ſelves to be releaſed of what 
we had undertaken, having prefented him betore your Grace and this Honourable 
Bcard, 

It being a publick Hearing, a:d the Auditors that were preſent, in expeRation to 
have heard Commin (pezk, anil not thoſe who were bound for him, cauſed the Coun- 
ei's fre to rage more than oruvinary ; hereupon the Council catiſed ſearches immedi- 
ately tobe made over all London aid Kent, eſpecially where evec they ſuſpeted him 
to be,bur coald not find him 3 for he was fled that very evenings yet by this l:quiry, 


Khar Sums of Money, the pocr people had gathered, and beftowed on him. Moft 
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Graces Privy Council, who faid, that to rheir opinions and thoriph es tfy bad ne 


ver beheld fo Zealous and fo H:avenly a-man as he fcemed to be, 

Septem. 14th, By a Veſſel arriving at Portsmonth , ca'ed the Sway of Londia 

ohn Baker , being the Maſter of the ſame, amung other Diſcourſes” aeclared how 
- had ſeen Faithfull Commin in the Low Conntrics , and fome of the Conncil hear. 
ing of this Mans arrivall, acquainted the Queen with what they had hear d, CO!1CCr= 
ning this Villain: Upon which information Ber Majevie, 21d tie Reſt of the Privie 
Council ſent a PMevanr for the a d John Bakery, who comeing to the man on the 
20th of this ſaid inſtant, and found him abed, the main was Partled , and demanded 
of the Purſevant what was his Criwe, the Purſevant madeatlwer, he knew nor what 
it was he was feat for, only it was Her Graces Will and the Councils to ſpeik wth 
him $ Yet the poor man, whether through fear, or to Conragze his ſpirits,cali'd fo; 2 
Cup : of Szck, and Drank Her Graces Health to the Purſevant, ſaying ( her's a 
health to my Royall Queen; ) if She intends to Try my Fidelicy and Employ mg 
in her Navy, 1 will venture all the Blood in my Body to Defend Her Graces Right, 
But. when he ap; cared before the Board , they Demanded of him , if he had [een 
Faithfull Commin , he made anſwer , he had ſeen him in the Lozo Countries , and 
enquiring further he relaced this Re'ation as followes. 

Coming with other Veſſels to Land ſome Goods at Amſterdam , Martin V an 
Davall a Merchant of that City hearing me Talk ol this man , tol( me, that chi; 
Commin , had been lately at Ryme , and that Pope Pris the 5th. cauſed him to be 
Clapt up in Priſcn,, and that Commin had wrote to bis Holineſs the next diy, faze 
ing , that he had ſomething to ſ;y unto his Holineſs , upon which the Pop: ſent 
for him ., and asſoon as he had feen Mr. Commzn, he ſpoke to him, ſaying , Sir [ 
have heard how you have (ct me, «N4 my Predeceffors forth amcnglt your 
Hereticks of England , by Railing againſt my. Perſon and my Church, And that 
Commin made an{iwer, 1 confeſs my Lips have open'd that which my Heart thoughe 
otherwaies, But your Holineſs lictle thinks that I have done you a kindneſs, nat- 
withſtanding | have ſpoken ſo much againſt your Holine!s. And that the Pope ſhould 
Returne Cemmin this anſwer(How in the Name of Feſus Mary,& of all His Saints hi 
thou done (0? ) and that Commin ſhould make this anſwer ſaying, | Preached againtt 


ſer Form: of Prayer, and 1 called the Eng!ifo Prayers ( Exglifh Maſs, ) and have . 


perſivaded feverall to Pray+ Spritually and Extempore , which hath taken fo much 
with the People- that the Church of England is become as Qiicus to that Sort 
whom. I inftru&ed, as Maſs is to them , which will never be bac a Stumbling Block 
to that Cherch, whileit is a Church, and that upon-this Reftarion the Pope. Che- 
riſhed him, azd gave him 2900 . Duckets tor his Labour. | 

Her Grace, and the Whole Council, thenking Mr. Job Baker for his Relationg 
bad him: withdraw,and upon this Info: mation wrote over to HerCorreſpondents be- 
yond Seas, if poſfible he mighc be ſent « ver hither in to Exgland, but it being ta'k= 
ed all over England , how that the Pope had Rewarded this Impoſtor, ſome knows 
ing where he was, gave him notice, and thereby he Eſcaped out of thoſe Territories 


and fled into the Rvmiſp holdings. | 


— 


The Council Conſulting with Her Grace, to prevent not only Popery,. bur 1” 
all other SeQar es, cauſed he {eve 


an A& ta be Framed ard to be Enafted , chat glie feve- 


[4 
'2H 
$ - 


- I eee eee EE _S 


| 
| 
3 


| 
ji 
4 
| 
£ 


bh nn GED 7 Ro ; 
CT ARLGESE EE þ 


fs Soren 


_ 
i 
— 


eq ———_— "> Ap = 


_ «< -- 0 rw - A” <A» 
s OT — —> - ee - —_—— — 


CY CC—_— — 


- v ew ws 


Fo” 
» abs 


' ' jog within the ſeveral Paciſhies; both Wi 


——_——  — Xe a td 


0 44 
I 


« # V/ 28 


| ww, _— - & } Jt art \ w 
p - + Y l Cog * : . "a 4 
4 - — - * * « & LE - ++» Tx 6-4 « 49 o — A 
A . S 'Y 4 *p A l of % , . *. « - 1 %* , 
CRE LS SOS IE 
"Y- K - 2 FAY 
LA. 


E oe 
TCD 


| My Fo _ 


a > x 


| {: Female fcom Ten years of. 


within the-aid Pariſh tho 11d hive 2 particular ſeat for them 4 their Families; Each 
' Maiifor Woman miſling?p:ayers every. Swnday, to forſeit a ſhilling, Excepting thoſe 


whohed Certificates under a Proteſtant Phyſi:#a»s hand to be dick , The Clerk to 
have one third part , the poor the ſecond third part, and the third towards the 


This Act at Fiffh, was Irkſom to many 3 but at long ruwgng, rather then a 


Chufch for Broomes , Sweet ſtcowing H:rbs , Flowers, and Buſhes, &c. 


"Miſter would pay far his Family , or for his Seryants they began to cometo Pray» 


ers and' Sermons, Then the Clerks ſpying bur little to'be got, when the People 
began to come to Church, negleed their Othkce , and ſeverall agreeing with the 
Miniſters of Each'Parifh, to give chem a yearly Stipend , the Att ceaſed , and Popery 
and Sefaries increaſed . : p21 9h 

This -being a Copy of the Lord Cecills Memorandums of Faithfull” Commin , 
with many other Memorandums in the ſanie Book worth the Printing'; which 
Book was amongR Arch-Bifſhop Vſhere Manuſcripes before his Death. 
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- =that every Pariſk ſhn1 14 have a certaine Clerk for that purpoſe and Eat vere Boulh 
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